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You have learned of

trafficking/false

paperwork specifics

about your child

You suspect falsified papers or

trafficking due to information

about agency, region, country

or other source, but have no

specifics

Ethical Considerations After Trafficking Discovered or Suspected

Is the child

still  in the

placing

 country?

Is the

adoptee an

adult?

Before Legal Finalization After Legal Finalization

Considerations

1. Do not finalize

adoption. Do not assume

that a USE visa approval

means that trafficking did

not occur.

2.Find out what happens

to child if you don’t

finalize. Is there a way to

support or reunite?

3. The Basic Six*

Considerations

1..Direction must come from

adoptee

2.Support adoptee’s

decisions

3. Assist adoptee in finding

truth of origin, offer to assist

in cost or travel, if applicable

4. The Basic Six*

5.Find and hire searchers

Considerations

1. Find and hire

searchers to find

original family

2. The Basic Six*

Considerations

1. Determine where child will go/if reunion

can occur

2. The Basic Six*

yes

yes

yes

no

no

no

Has Child

Immigrated Yet?

If family found,

Does the family want

the child back?

yes no

Considerations

1. need translator and counselor or bilingual counselor

2.Establish method of preparing child for transition

3. Figure out origin country’s citizenship status for child.

4. Understand that attitudes may change over time and

situation will be fluid

5. Consider community/church fundraising to get child

back to original home

6. The Basic Six*

Considerations

1. need translator and counselor or

bilingual counselor

2.Establish ongoing contact and possible

visit schedule

3. Understand that attitudes may change

over time and situation will be fluid.

 4.The Basic Six*

If search then

Considerations :

1.Gather as much information from internet as you can

2.Find and hire searchers to find original family

3.Lobbying for/creating DNA database for future matching

of adoptee and original family

4.Get local Congressman or Senator involved in

investigation

5. The Basic Six*

1. If family not found, need counselor

2. Keep searching

3. Place name in international soundex and/

or other database.

4. Let foreign government know that you are

interested in a future match

*The Basic Six

1. Inform US Embassy

2. Seek answers from agency, if

possible

3.File complaints with DOS, state

licensing agency, COA (if Hague), BBB

4. Inform other AP/PAPs

5. Lawsuit against agency

6. Contact media
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